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Introduction

Welcome to ordinary time! The liturgical season of Pentecost is called “ordinary” because 
the weeks are ordered, or numbered. Some of our churches order these weeks according 
to the Sundays after Pentecost, some after Trinity Sunday, and others, until the start of 
Advent, and a new liturgical year. This season is replete with stories of the early church, 
and the ways in which the Holy Spirit calls, enlightens and equips the Church to partici-
pate in the ministry of reconciliation begun in Jesus Christ. Though it is called ordinary, 
the season of Pentecost is rather extraordinary!

Pentecost is a Season of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit descends upon the disciples like 
tongues of fire, giving the ability to be understood in diverse languages. In a great reversal 
of the Tower of Babel story (Genesis 11) the story of Pentecost reminds us that the Holy 
Spirit equips illuminates a diversity of gifts. As a priesthood of all believers, each of us 
is uniquely gifted to live out our baptismal vocation. During this season, there are also 
a diversity of church festivals, such as Trinity Sunday, Holy Cross Day, All Saints and All 
Souls, and the Reign of Christ. The Pentecost season also leads into the 16 Days of Ac-
tion against Gender Based Violence, where we profess the image of God and the breath 
of the Spirit in each human being.

Pentecost is a green time. The prominent liturgical color of this season is green, which 
signifies growth in many cultures. In some parts of the globe this is the growing season. 
But regardless of what hemisphere in which we live, Pentecost is a season to focus on 
the work of the Spirit who nurtures our gifts to bear fruit. In these weeks we mark the 
Season of Creation (1 September – 4 October). This is a time to give thanks for all creation, 
and the Holy Spirit who renews the face of the earth, and our vocation to till and keep 
this garden in a sustainable and just peace.

The ongoing experience of a global pandemic reminds us of our common nature, 
and the vulnerabilities and limits of being a creature. May Pentecost be for us a hopeful 
season to remember the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

We offer this resource to our global Lutheran communion, as a way to be in the 
solidarity of prayer during this Season of the Spirit. Daily prayer follows a simple order: 
psalmody and prayer. Prayers can be adapted for use in your practice of prayer: singing 
songs, adding your prayers, or any liturgical acts that are meaningful in your context. In 
addition to the texts, which follow the Revised Common Lectionary, you will notice that 
each week contains a meditation on the Sunday text.

We commend these prayers to your use, whether alone in your home, as a family, 
or as your community is able to gather at a distance. As you pray in solidarity with the 
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communion across the globe, and the communion of saints in all times and places, be 
encouraged by the counsel that Luther offers in his letter, A Simple Way to Pray:

“Never think that you are kneeling or standing alone, rather think that the whole of the 

Church…are standing there beside you and you are standing among them in a common, 

united petition which God cannot disdain. There we find God the Creator, God the Redeem-

er, God the Holy Spirit, that is, God who daily sanctifies us.”

And throughout this green time, may the Spirit of God bring forth new growth in you.

Prayers are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Augsburg Fortress, 2006 and Revised 
Common Lectionary Prayers, Augsburg Fortress, 2002. All scriptural texts are from the 
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). The daily lectionary of the Revised Common 
Lectionary is followed. 
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Sunday, 16 August 2020 

Psalmody 

May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make his face to shine upon us, 
that your way may be known upon earth, 
    your saving power among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
    let all the peoples praise you.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
    for you judge the peoples with equity 
    and guide the nations upon earth. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
    let all the peoples praise you.

The earth has yielded its increase; 
    God, our God, has blessed us. 
May God continue to bless us; 
    let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

– Psalm 67
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Word

Matthew 15:21-28

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite 

woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of 

David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his 

disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 

He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and 

knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 

food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that 

fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it 

be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

Meditation 

The extraordinary in Matthew’s Gospel encompasses the life of a disciple. It is shapes discipleship. 
The surprise for anyone reading this Sunday’s gospel text is that the true disciple is found, not 
in the ones who were chosen, but in the Syrophoenician woman, an outsider on all accounts. 
She is the one who recognizes Jesus and names him “Lord” and “Son of David.” Her faith has 
recognized him even when he does not acknowledge it. And through her faith, Jesus heals.

A woman, someone who should not be in the midst of the disciples or anywhere near 
Jesus according to the customs and traditions that governed Jewish and Gentile behavior 
and relations, is the one to break down barriers. She opens a way even for Jesus to see 
and acknowledge that faith has no borders. The disciples of course are the first to react 
defensively, trying to chase her away. But faith persists, the woman is unmoved even by 
Jesus’ silence and then his dismissive remark.

A dynamic of faith reshapes all relationship in this text. There is a new logic present 
in the exchange that is intended to reshape the church, the faith community. The com-
munity itself is not called to defend or protect but to engage and listen and learn and 
discover that God “gives the Holy Spirit who produces faith, where and when he wills, 
in those who hear the gospel” as Article Five of the Augsburg Confession states. The 
woman heard the Gospel, Jesus Christ.

The extraordinary of God knows no limits or borders or colors or class or any other 
humanly constructed definition. The extraordinary of God – faith – heals, rebuilds, re-
shapes, reconfigures community.
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Prayer

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 
Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, 
that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.
Our Father in heaven … 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. 
Amen.
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Monday, 17 August 2020

Psalmody 

May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make his face to shine upon us, 
that your way may be known upon earth, 
    your saving power among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
    let all the peoples praise you.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
    for you judge the peoples with equity 
    and guide the nations upon earth. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
    let all the peoples praise you.

The earth has yielded its increase; 
    God, our God, has blessed us. 
May God continue to bless us; 
    let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

– Psalm 67
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Word

Acts 15:1-21 

Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless 

you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” And after 

Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and 

some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the 

apostles and the elders. So they were sent on their way by the church, and as they passed 

through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the conversion of the Gentiles, and 

brought great joy to all the believers. When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by 

the church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with 

them. But some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, “It 

is necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses.”

The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. After there had been much debate, 

Peter stood up and said to them, “My brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice 

among you, that I should be the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the message of the good 

news and become believers. And God, who knows the human heart, testified to them by giving them 

the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no distinction 

between them and us. Now therefore why are you putting God to the test by placing on the neck of 

the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? On the contrary, we 

believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”

The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told of all 

the signs and wonders that God had done through them among the Gentiles. After they 

finished speaking, James replied, “My brothers, listen to me. Simeon has related how God 

first looked favorably on the Gentiles, to take from among them a people for his name. This 

agrees with the words of the prophets, as it is written,

‘After this I will return, 

and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; 

    from its ruins I will rebuild it, 

        and I will set it up, 

so that all other peoples may seek the Lord— 

    even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been called. 

        Thus says the Lord, who has been making these things 18 known from long ago.’
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Therefore I have reached the decision that we should not trouble those Gentiles who are 

turning to God, but we should write to them to abstain only from things polluted by idols and 

from fornication and from whatever has been strangled and from blood. For in every city, for 

generations past, Moses has had those who proclaim him, for he has been read aloud every 

sabbath in the synagogues.

Prayer

God of the foreigner and outcast, your arms reach out to embrace all those who 
call upon you. Teach us as disciples of Christ so to love the world that your name 
may be known 
throughout the earth. Amen.
Our Father in heaven … 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. 
Amen.
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Tuesday, 18 August 2020

Psalmody 

May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make his face to shine upon us, 
that your way may be known upon earth, 
    your saving power among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
    let all the peoples praise you.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
    for you judge the peoples with equity 
    and guide the nations upon earth. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
    let all the peoples praise you.

The earth has yielded its increase; 
    God, our God, has blessed us. 
May God continue to bless us; 
    let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

– Psalm 67

Word

Romans 11:13-29

Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I 

glorify my ministry in order to make my own people jealous, and thus save some of them. 

For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life 

from the dead! If the part of the dough offered as first fruits is holy, then the whole batch is 

holy; and if the root is holy, then the branches also are holy.
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But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, a wild olive shoot, were grafted in their place 

to share the rich root of the olive tree, do not boast over the branches. If you do boast, remember 

that it is not you that support the root, but the root that supports you. You will say, “Branches were 

broken off so that I might be grafted in.” That is true. They were broken off because of their unbe-

lief, but you stand only through faith. So do not become proud, but stand in awe. For if God did not 

spare the natural branches, perhaps he will not spare you. Note then the kindness and the severity 

of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness toward you, provided you 

continue in his kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off. And even those of Israel, if they do not 

persist in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. For if you have 

been cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated 

olive tree, how much more will these natural branches be grafted back into their own olive tree.

So that you may not claim to be wiser than you are, brothers and sisters, I want you to 

understand this mystery: a hardening has come upon part of Israel, until the full number of 

the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved; as it is written,

“Out of Zion will come the Deliverer; 

    he will banish ungodliness from Jacob.” 

“And this is my covenant with them, 

    when I take away their sins.”

As regards the gospel they are enemies of God for your sake; but as regards election they are 

beloved, for the sake of their ancestors; for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

Prayer

God of the foreigner and outcast, your arms reach out to embrace all those who 
call upon you. Teach us as disciples of Christ so to love the world that your name 
may be known throughout the earth. Amen.
Our Father in heaven … 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. 
Amen.
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Wednesday, 19 August 2020

Psalmody 

May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make his face to shine upon us, 
that your way may be known upon earth, 
    your saving power among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
    let all the peoples praise you.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
    for you judge the peoples with equity 
    and guide the nations upon earth.Selah 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
    let all the peoples praise you.

The earth has yielded its increase; 
    God, our God, has blessed us. 
May God continue to bless us; 
    let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

– Psalm 67
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Word

Matthew 8:1-13 

When Jesus had come down from the mountain, great crowds followed him; and there was 

a leper who came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you choose, you can make 

me clean.” He stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I do choose. Be made 

clean!” Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. Then Jesus said to him, “See that you say 

nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses com-

manded, as a testimony to them.”

When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to him and saying, “Lord, 

my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.” And he said to him, “I will come 

and cure him.” The centurion answered, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under 

my roof; but only speak the word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man 

under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, 

‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.” When Jesus heard 

him, he was amazed and said to those who followed him, “Truly I tell you, in no one in Israel 

have I found such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west and will eat with 

Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the heirs of the kingdom 

will be thrown into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you according to your faith.” And the 

servant was healed in that hour.

Prayer

God of the foreigner and outcast, your arms reach out to embrace all those who 
call upon you. Teach us as disciples of Christ so to love the world that your name 
may be known throughout the earth. Amen.
Our Father in heaven … 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. 
Amen.
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Thursday, 20 August 2020

Psalmody 

I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
    before the gods I sing your praise; 
I bow down toward your holy temple 
    and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; 
    for you have exalted your name and your word 
    above everything. 
On the day I called, you answered me, 
    you increased my strength of soul.

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, 
    for they have heard the words of your mouth. 
They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, 
    for great is the glory of the Lord. 
For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; 
    but the haughty he perceives from far away.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
    you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; 
you stretch out your hand, 
    and your right hand delivers me. 
The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; 
    your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. 
    Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

– Psalm 138:1-8
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Word

1 Corinthians 6:1-11

When any of you has a grievance against another, do you dare to take it to court before 

the unrighteous, instead of taking it before the saints? Do you not know that the saints will 

judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial 

cases? Do you not know that we are to judge angels—to say nothing of ordinary matters? If 

you have ordinary cases, then, do you appoint as judges those who have no standing in the 

church? I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to 

decide between one believer[a] and another, but a believer goes to court against a believ-

er—and before unbelievers at that?

In fact, to have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather 

be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? But you yourselves wrong and defraud—and 

believers at that.

Do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived! 

Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites, thieves, the greedy, drunk-

ards, revilers, robbers—none of these will inherit the kingdom of God. And this is what 

some of you used to be. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.

Prayer

Redeeming Sustainer, visit your people and pour out your strength and courage 
upon us, that we may hurry to make you welcome not only in our concern for 
others, but by serving them generously and faithfully in your name. 
Amen.

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. 
Amen.
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Friday, 21 August 2020

Psalmody 

I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
    before the gods I sing your praise; 
I bow down toward your holy temple 
    and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; 
    for you have exalted your name and your word 
    above everything. 
On the day I called, you answered me, 
    you increased my strength of soul.

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, 
    for they have heard the words of your mouth. 
They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, 
    for great is the glory of the Lord. 
For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; 
    but the haughty he perceives from far away.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
    you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; 
you stretch out your hand, 
    and your right hand delivers me. 
The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; 
    your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. 
    Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

– Psalm 138:1-8
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Word

2 Corinthians 10:12-18

We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who commend them-

selves. But when they measure themselves by one another, and compare themselves with 

one another, they do not show good sense. We, however, will not boast beyond limits, but 

will keep within the field that God has assigned to us, to reach out even as far as you. For 

we were not overstepping our limits when we reached you; we were the first to come all the 

way to you with the good news[a] of Christ. We do not boast beyond limits, that is, in the la-

bors of others; but our hope is that, as your faith increases, our sphere of action among you 

may be greatly enlarged, so that we may proclaim the good news[b] in lands beyond you, 

without boasting of work already done in someone else’s sphere of action. “Let the one who 

boasts, boast in the Lord.” For it is not those who commend themselves that are approved, 

but those whom the Lord commends.

Prayer

Redeeming Sustainer, visit your people and pour out your strength and courage 
upon us, that we may hurry to make you welcome not only in our concern for 
others, but by serving them generously and faithfully in your name. Amen.
Our Father in heaven … 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. 
Amen.
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Saturday, 22 August 2020

Psalmody 

I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
    before the gods I sing your praise; 
I bow down toward your holy temple 
    and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; 
    for you have exalted your name and your word 
    above everything. 
On the day I called, you answered me, 
    you increased my strength of soul.

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, 
    for they have heard the words of your mouth. 
They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, 
    for great is the glory of the Lord. 
For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; 
    but the haughty he perceives from far away.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
    you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; 
you stretch out your hand, 
    and your right hand delivers me. 
The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; 
    your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. 
    Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

– Psalm 138:1-8
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Word

Matthew 16:5-12

When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring any bread. Jesus 

said to them, “Watch out, and beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” They 

said to one another, “It is because we have brought no bread.” And becoming aware of 

it, Jesus said, “You of little faith, why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still 

not perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many 

baskets you gathered? Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many baskets 

you gathered? How could you fail to perceive that I was not speaking about bread? Beware 

of the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees!” Then they understood that he had not told 

them to beware of the yeast of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Prayer

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our 
life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may 
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Our Father in heaven … 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace. 
Amen.


