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Welcome to ordinary time! The liturgical season of Pentecost is called “ordinary” because
the weeks are ordered, or numbered. Some of our churches order these weeks according
to the Sundays after Pentecost, some after Trinity Sunday, and others, until the start of
Advent, and a new liturgical year. Though it is called ordinary the season of Pentecost
is extraordinary!

Pentecost is a Season of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit descends upon the disciples like
tongues of fire, giving the ability to be understood in diverse languages. In a great rever-
sal of the Tower of Babel story (Genesis 11) the story of Pentecost reminds us that the
Holy Spirit equips illuminates a diversity of gifts. As a priesthood of all believers, each of
us is uniquely gifted to live out our baptismal vocation. Pentecost is a green time. The
prominent liturgical color of this season is green, which signifies growth in many cultures.
In some parts of the globe this is the growing season. But regardless of what hemisphere
in which we live, Pentecost is a season to focus on the work of the Spirit who nurtures
our gifts to bear fruit.

Within this green time,

. This is a season to give thanks for all creation, and the Holy Spirit who renews
the face of the earth, and our human vocation to till and keep the garden in a just sus-
tainable peace.

During the Season of Creation,

. The 2020 theme, Jubilee for the Earth, invites you to consider
the integral relationship between rest for the earth and ecological, economic, social and
political ways of living. This particular year, the need for just and sustainable systems has
been revealed by the far-reaching effects of the global COVID-19 pandemic.

We offer this resource to our global Lutheran communion, as a way to be in the
solidarity of prayer during this Season of Creation. Daily prayer follows a simple order:
psalmody and prayer. Prayers can be adapted for use in your practice of prayer: singing
songs, adding your prayers, or any liturgical acts that are meaningful in your context. In
addition to the texts, which follow the Revised Common Lectionary, you will notice that
these weeks include meditations on themes related to the Season of Creation.

We commend these prayers to your use, whether alone in your home, as a family,
or as your community is able to gather at a distance. As you pray in solidarity with the
communion across the globe, and the communion of saints in all times and places, be
encouraged by the counsel that Luther offers in his letter, A Simple Way to Pray:
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“Never think that you are kneeling or standing alone, rather think that the whole of the
Church...are standing there beside you and you are standing among them in a common,
united petition which God cannot disdain. There we find God the Creator, God the Redeem-
er, God the Holy Spirit, that is, God who daily sanctifies us.”

And throughout this green time, may the Spirit of God bring forth new growth in you.

Prayers are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Augsburg Fortress, 2006 and Revised
Common Lectionary Prayers, Augsburg Fortress, 2002. All scriptural texts are from the

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). The daily lectionary of the Revised Common
Lectionary is followed.



God made the moon to mark the seasons,
and the sun knows when to go down.

You bring darkness, it becomes night,
and all the beasts of the forest prowl.

The lions roar for their prey
and seek their food from God.

The sun rises, and they steal away;
they return and lie down in their dens.

Then people go out to their work,
to their labor until evening.

How many are your works, Lord!
In wisdom you made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

All creatures look to you
to give them their food at the proper time.

When you give it to them,
they gather it up;
when you open your hand,
they are satisfied with good things.

When you hide your face,
they are terrified;

when you take away their breath,
they die and return to the dust.



When you send your Spirit,
they are created,
and you renew the face of the ground.

May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
may the Lord rejoice in his works
— Psalm 104

Exodus 17:1-7

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to
drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there
for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of
Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord,
“What shall | do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses,
“Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand
the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. | will be standing there in front of you on the
rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.”
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah,
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

The people quarrel with Moses demanding, “Give us water to drink.” The people start to
complain directly to Moses. Moses interprets the complaint against himself as a complaint
against God. It is obvious that people were dying of thirst. A human being cannot survive
without water, and the people are thinking that they are going to die. The basis for their
complaint is therefore perfectly valid. However, the way that they turn against Moses,
the way that they demand is a problem. And even though this is not an ideal situation,
God provides them with water. God is perpetually interested and concerned about the
survival of these people.



Reflecting on this story during the Season of Creation, one sees that it does not simply
rehearse an episode from Israel’s past. We see similar situations in many countries around
the world. The reality is that people do not have water. They are suffering from lack of water,
and probably they are fighting for it. The negative effects of climate change aggravate this
situation. Many countries right now are experiencing extensive droughts, affecting especially
the most vulnerable people, leaving them without food and threatening their livelihoods.
Most of us do not notice it. We only notice when we do not have water. Then we realize how
important water is for our lives. And it is the same with other natural resources.

We have the responsibility—all of us—to take care of creation, and not to exhaust it.
We all have the responsibility to live in a good relationship with nature.

Also, it is important to acknowledge that God is taking care of us through nature. God
is extremely generous with us. Through nature, God provides us with all the things that
we need to live.

Today we live in an era that makes great demands on us in the challenge of caring
for and enhancing the natural environment. It is in our hands.

During this Season of Creation, grant us courage to observe a Sabbath for our
planet. Strengthen us with the faith to trust in your providence. Inspire us with the
creativity to share what we have been given. Teach us to be satisfied with enough.
And as we proclaim a Jubilee for the Earth, send Your Holy Spirit to renew the face
of the ground. Creative Spirit, enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.
(from the 2020 Season of Creation Celebration Guide)

Our Father in heaven ...

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marveled at the lilies of the field,

Who transforms chaos to order,

Lead us to transform our lives and the Church
To reflect God’s glory in creation.

(CTBI Eco-Congregation Programme)

Amen.



God made the moon to mark the seasons,
and the sun knows when to go down.

You bring darkness, it becomes night,
and all the beasts of the forest prowl.

The lions roar for their prey
and seek their food from God.

The sun rises, and they steal away;
they return and lie down in their dens.

Then people go out to their work,
to their labor until evening.

How many are your works, Lord!
In wisdom you made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

All creatures look to you
to give them their food at the proper time.

When you give it to them,
they gather it up;
when you open your hand,
they are satisfied with good things.

When you hide your face,
they are terrified;

when you take away their breath,
they die and return to the dust.



When you send your Spirit,
they are created,
and you renew the face of the ground.

May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
may the Lord rejoice in his works
— Psalm 104

Philippians 1:3-14

| thank my God every time | remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. | am
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion
by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you
hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment
and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how | long for all of
you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow
more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that
in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righ-
teousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. | want you to know,
beloved, that what has happened to me has actually helped to spread the gospel, so that it
has become known throughout the whole imperial guardig] and to everyone else that my im-
prisonment is for Christ; and most of the brothers and sisters, having been made confident in
the Lord by my imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater boldness and without fear.

During this Season of Creation, grant us courage to observe a Sabbath for our
planet. Strengthen us with the faith to trust in your providence. Inspire us with the
creativity to share what we have been given. Teach us to be satisfied with enough.
And as we proclaim a Jubilee for the Earth, send Your Holy Spirit to renew the face
of the ground. Creative Spirit, enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.
(from the 2020 Season of Creation Celebration Guide)



Our Father in heaven ...

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marveled at the lilies of the field,

Who transforms chaos to order,

Lead us to transform our lives and the Church
To reflect God’s glory in creation.

(CTB| Eco-Congregation Programme)

Amen.



God made the moon to mark the seasons,
and the sun knows when to go down.

You bring darkness, it becomes night,
and all the beasts of the forest prowl.

The lions roar for their prey
and seek their food from God.

The sun rises, and they steal away;
they return and lie down in their dens.

Then people go out to their work,
to their labor until evening.

How many are your works, Lord!
In wisdom you made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

All creatures look to you
to give them their food at the proper time.

When you give it to them,
they gather it up;
when you open your hand,
they are satisfied with good things.

When you hide your face,
they are terrified;

when you take away their breath,
they die and return to the dust.
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When you send your Spirit,
they are created,
and you renew the face of the ground.
May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
may the Lord rejoice in his works
— Psalm 104

Philippians 1:15-21

Some proclaim Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from goodwill. These proclaim Christ
out of love, knowing that | have been put here for the defense of the gospel; 17 the others
proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but intending to increase my suffering
in my imprisonment. What does it matter? Just this, that Christ is proclaimed in every way,
whether out of false motives or true; and in that | rejoice. Yes, and | will continue to rejoice,
for | know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn
out for my deliverance. It is my eager expectation and hope that | will not be put to shame
in any way, but that by my speaking with all boldness, Christ will be exalted now as always
in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.

During this Season of Creation, grant us courage to observe a Sabbath for our
planet. Strengthen us with the faith to trust in your providence. Inspire us with the
creativity to share what we have been given. Teach us to be satisfied with enough.
And as we proclaim a Jubilee for the Earth, send Your Holy Spirit to renew the face
of the ground. Creative Spirit, enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.
(from the 2020 Season of Creation Celebration Guide)

Our Father in heaven ...

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marveled at the lilies of the field,

Who transforms chaos to order,

Lead us to transform our lives and the Church
To reflect God’s glory in creation.

(CTBI Eco-Congregation Programme)

Amen.
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Wednesday, 30 September 2020

Psalmody

God made the moon to mark the seasons,
and the sun knows when to go down.

You bring darkness, it becomes night,
and all the beasts of the forest prowl.

The lions roar for their prey
and seek their food from God.

The sun rises, and they steal away;
they return and lie down in their dens.

Then people go out to their work,
to their labor until evening.

How many are your works, Lord!
In wisdom you made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

All creatures look to you
to give them their food at the proper time.

When you give it to them,
they gather it up;
when you open your hand,
they are satisfied with good things.

When you hide your face,
they are terrified;

when you take away their breath,
they die and return to the dust.
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When you send your Spirit,
they are created,
and you renew the face of the ground.

May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
may the Lord rejoice in his works

— Psalm 104
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Matthew 9:2-8

And just then some people were carrying a paralyzed man lying on a bed. When Jesus saw
their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” Then some

of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” But Jesus, perceiving their
thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins
are forgiven, or to say, ‘Stand up and walk’? But so that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic— “Stand up, take your
bed and go to your home.” And he stood up and went to his home. When the crowds saw
it, they were filled with awe, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to human
beings.

During this Season of Creation, grant us courage to observe a Sabbath for our
planet. Strengthen us with the faith to trust in your providence. Inspire us with the
creativity to share what we have been given. Teach us to be satisfied with enough.
And as we proclaim a Jubilee for the Earth, send Your Holy Spirit to renew the face
of the ground. Creative Spirit, enlighten our hearts and remain with your world.
(from the 2020 Season of Creation Celebration Guide)

Our Father in heaven ...

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marveled at the lilies of the field,

Who transforms chaos to order,

Lead us to transform our lives and the Church
To reflect God's glory in creation.

(CTBI Eco-Congregation Programme)

Amen.
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Does not wisdom call out?
Does not understanding raise her voice?

“The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works,
before his deeds of old;

| was formed long ages ago,
at the very beginning, when the world came to be.

When there were no watery depths, | was given birth,
when there were no springs overflowing with water;
before the mountains were settled in place,
before the hills, | was given birth,
before he made the world or its fields
or any of the dust of the earth.

| was there when he set the heavens in place,
when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep,
when he established the clouds above
and fixed securely the fountains of the deep,
when he gave the sea its boundary
so the waters would not overstep his command,
and when he marked out the foundations of the earth.

Then | was constantly at his side.
| was filled with delight day after day,
rejoicing always in his presence,
rejoicing in his whole world
and delighting in humankind.
— Proverbs 8



Colossians 2:16-23

Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of observing
festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the
substance belongs to Christ. Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement
and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of
thinking, and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held
together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is from God. If with Christ
you died to the elemental spirits of the universe, why do you live as if you still belonged to
the world? Why do you submit to regulations, “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch”?
All these regulations refer to things that perish with use; they are simply human commands
and teachings. These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-imposed
piety, humility, and severe treatment of the body, but they are of no value in checking self-
indulgence.

We thank you for being with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle
for justice, love and peace. Creative Spirit, enlighten our hearts and remain with
your world. Amen.

(from the 2020 Season of Creation Celebration Guide)

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marveled at the lilies of the field,

Who transforms chaos to order,

Lead us to transform our lives and the Church
To reflect God’s glory in creation.

(CTBI Eco-Congregation Programme)

Amen.
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Does not wisdom call out?
Does not understanding raise her voice?

“The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works,
before his deeds of old;

| was formed long ages ago,
at the very beginning, when the world came to be.

When there were no watery depths, | was given birth,
when there were no springs overflowing with water;
before the mountains were settled in place,
before the hills, | was given birth,
before he made the world or its fields
or any of the dust of the earth.

| was there when he set the heavens in place,
when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep,
when he established the clouds above
and fixed securely the fountains of the deep,
when he gave the sea its boundary
so the waters would not overstep his command,
and when he marked out the foundations of the earth.

Then | was constantly at his side.
| was filled with delight day after day,
rejoicing always in his presence,
rejoicing in his whole world
and delighting in humankind.
— Proverbs 8



Philippians 2:14-18

Do all things without murmuring and arguing, so that you may be blameless and innocent,
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, in which
you shine like stars in the world. It is by your holding fast to the word of life that | can boast
on the day of Christ that | did not run in vain or labor in vain. But even if | am being poured
out as a libation over the sacrifice and the offering of your faith, | am glad and rejoice with
all of you— and in the same way you also must be glad and rejoice with me.

We thank you for being with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle
for justice, love and peace. Creative Spirit, enlighten our hearts and remain with
your world. Amen.

(from the 2020 Season of Creation Celebration Guide)

Our Father in heaven ...

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marveled at the lilies of the field,

Who transforms chaos to order,

Lead us to transform our lives and the Church
To reflect God’s glory in creation.

(CTB| Eco-Congregation Programme)

Amen.
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Does not wisdom call out?
Does not understanding raise her voice?

“The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works,
before his deeds of old;

| was formed long ages ago,
at the very beginning, when the world came to be.

When there were no watery depths, | was given birth,
when there were no springs overflowing with water;
before the mountains were settled in place,
before the hills, | was given birth,
before he made the world or its fields
or any of the dust of the earth.

| was there when he set the heavens in place,
when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep,
when he established the clouds above
and fixed securely the fountains of the deep,
when he gave the sea its boundary
so the waters would not overstep his command,
and when he marked out the foundations of the earth.

Then | was constantly at his side.
| was filled with delight day after day,
rejoicing always in his presence,
rejoicing in his whole world
and delighting in humankind.
— Proverbs 8
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John 7:40-52

When they heard these words, some in the crowd said, “This is really the prophet.” Oth-
ers said, “This is the Messiah.” But some asked, “Surely the Messiah does not come from
Galilee, does he? Has not the scripture said that the Messiah is descended from David and
comes from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?” So there was a division in the crowd
because of him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. Then
the temple police went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, “Why did
you not arrest him?” The police answered, “Never has anyone spoken like this!” Then the
Pharisees replied, “Surely you have not been deceived too, have you? Has any one of the
authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, which does not know the
law—they are accursed.” Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, and who was one of
them, asked, “Our law does not judge people without first giving them a hearing to find out
what they are doing, does it?” They replied, “Surely you are not also from Galilee, are you?
Search and you will see that no prophet is to arise from Galilee.”

We thank you for being with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle
for justice, love and peace. Creative Spirit, enlighten our hearts and remain with
your world. Amen.

(from the 2020 Season of Creation Celebration Guide)

Our Father in heaven ...

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marveled at the lilies of the field,

Who transforms chaos to order,

Lead us to transform our lives and the Church
To reflect God’s glory in creation.

(CTBI Eco-Congregation Programme)

Amen.
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