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A GLOBAL LUTHERAN SONGBOOK

To celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Acht-
liederbuch, The Lu theran World Federation 
(LWF) offers this pub lication: Global Lutheran 
Songbook. A singing communion: Pilgrimage, 
Freedom, Belonging. It contains a collection of 
music, prayers, and blessings expressing the 
hopes and visions, from a global perspective, 
of being Christian in the Lutheran communion. 
The collection stems from the seven world 
regions of the LWF. New arrangements and 
settings of chorales are included as a com-
munal global heritage constituting the “eighth” 
element.

In 1524, Martin Luther released his first “hym-
nal”, the Achtliederbuch (Book of Eight Songs). 
The new hymns, drawing from the surrounding 
popular musical culture as well as from newly 
arranged Gregorian chants freed the worship-
pers from being merely listeners. The hymns 
were meant to be sung inside and outside of 
the churches for the growth of one’s faith and 
discipleship in Christ. These early hymns of 
the reformation movement also provided the 
foundation for artful interpretations by com-
posers such as J.S. Bach till the present day

Rev. Dr Anne Burghardt 
General Secretary 
The Lutheran World Federation

and have become important cornerstones of a 
tradition of sacred music that is performed in 
many parts of our world.

The Achtliederbuch documented what was 
sung in the young congregations of the refor-
mation movement. Four of these songs were 
composed by Luther himself and others com-
posed by his friends. Worship and song were 
principle means to preach the gospel.This is not 
surprising considering what Luther once said in 
his famous table talks that “Next to the Word 
of God, the noble art of music is the greatest 
treasure in the world.”

The rich and vibrant tradition of a global, singing 
LWF communion is evidence in this collection. 
Singing brings the LWF communion together 
and shapes its witness today just as the origi-
nal eight songs shaped the faith and worship 
practices of the early Reformation parishes. 
The songs gathered here witness to the cre-
ativity and depth of the proclamation of the 
gospel within the LWF. It is with great joy that I 
share this invaluable resource with all member 
churches and with all our ecumenical partners.



A LITURGICAL ADVENTURE:  

PILGRIMAGE, FREEDOM, BELONGING

1 Martin Luther, German Mass in The Annotated Luther: Church and Sacraments, vol 3, trans. D. G. Lange (Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg 

Fortress Press, 2016).

2 The Nairobi Statement https://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource- library/nairobi-statement-on-worship-and-culture- full-text. See 

also Worship and Culture in Dialogue, Department for Theology and Studies, LWF, Geneva 1994.

The 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s Achtli-
ederbuch (Book of Eight Songs) is great reason 
to celebrate! Through these first eight hymns, 
Luther and his friends were reforming worship 
and proclaiming the gospel of justification by 
faith alone – liberated by God’s grace. Through 
music, through melody, rhythms, and sounds 
all the senses resonate and the heart of the 
believers is touched. 

The Global Lutheran Songbook proposes the 
same today, defining a confessional identity 
through song and singing together. Lutheran 
identity comes to expression in many ways 
but, as we look ahead to 2030 and the 500th 
anniversary of the Augsburg Confession, we ac-
knowledge that a major gift of the Reformation 
is expressed through a particular act, through 
the act of confessing the gospel in a particular 
time and for a particular context.

When we look at the hymns in the Achtlieder-
buch, we make a surprising discovery: in a 
certain sense, they were composed for a mo-
ment, for a particular time of confessing. They 
weren’t meant to be fossilized or set in stone. 
Of course, some hymns take on a life of their 
own. They are arranged in a particular way 
and sung in a particular manner and become 
identified with what it means to be Lutheran. 
But such a development does not lie at the 
heart of those first eight songs. Luther takes 
a different approach. For example, we might 
ask why it took Luther so long to write the Ger-
man Mass (1526), which came almost nine 
years after the publication of the Ninety-Five 
Theses? I believe Luther had an “evangelical 
hesitation.” He knew that if he penned down 

a liturgy, everyone would immediately claim it 
(or reclaim it) as the “true” Reformation liturgy! 
But liturgy is to be contextual. The gospel needs 
to be continually translated anew. Yes, there 
is a pattern but the actualization of the pat-
tern is always in dialogue with time and place. 
Therefore, Luther’s Preface to the German Mass 
begins with this sentence, “Before anything 
else, I would kindly request, also for God’s sake, 
that all those who see this order of service or 
desire to follow it: do not make it a rigid law or 
bind or entangle anyone’s conscience, but use 
it in Christian liberty as long, when, where, and 
how you find it to be practical and useful.”1

The LWF Nairobi Statement (1996)2 argues 
that worship is transcultural, contextual, cross-
cultural, and counter- cultural. Too often a 
certain cultural interpretation of the liturgy 
(usually from Lutheran churches in Europe or 
North America) was imposed as if it were the 
universal liturgy. The liturgies of many churches 
around the globe have suffered under a sort 
of colonialism: whatever the missionaries pro-
posed as worship was the only way to worship, 
ignoring local symbols and instruments and 
rituals. But, as we just saw, Luther’s proposal 
is radically different.

The transcultural element of worship seeks 
contextualization and today welcomes also the 
cross-cultural influences that open the wor-
shipping community to the beautiful diversity 
of worship across a global communion.

But the liturgy must also never forget the coun-
ter-cultural: our rituals and songs translate, first 
and foremost, the gospel of Jesus Christ, and 



confess the gospel – justification by faith alone. 
It confronts all values and ideologies, patterns 
and rituals that societies create that may op-
pose or contradict the gospel of liberation. The 
liturgy can form us to resist oppressive cultural 
and even global norms.

Worship is rooted in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. There is a common, transcultural, con-
fession: that Jesus Christ is God who was born, 
lived among us, suffered, was killed, and rose 
again. There is a common book – Scripture – 
that shapes our relationship to God through 
common reading and preaching. In Scripture, 
God gives baptism and the Eucharist to the 
whole world and these are both celebrated 
across cultures. This gives rise to a basic pat-
tern of worship in Word and sacrament.

People come together to form a worshiping 
assembly. They gather. They come all with 
different questions and worries and states of 
mind or emotions. Then they listen. They listen 
to God’s Word in Scripture. The presider then 
helps them understand what they just heard in 
those Scripture readings. They are invited into 
the pattern of the good things they just heard 
(Justin Martyr, Apologia). The sermon leads 
them into prayer, prayer for the world, for the 
neighbor, for their neighbors and especially for 
those not part of the community. Then bread 
and wine are brought forward. The presider 
gives thanks and these gifts are shared. But 
prayer always leads to action. Those who are 
able offer their resources so that all those in 
need can be helped.

Prof. Dr Dirk G. Lange 
Assistant General Secretary 
for Ecumenical Relations 
The Lutheran World Federation

This dynamic pattern of worship is continu-
ally accompanied by song. The first songs are 
the psalms that teach us to pray (Bonhoeffer, 
Prayerbook of the Bible). We can sing the 
psalms in many forms, some of which are 
proposed in this global songbook and in other 
resources. Song also helps us gather, listen, 
respond, pray, commune, and send us out 
into the world. In this collection you will find 
songs adapted to these stages of the liturgy 
from Gathering to Word and Prayer to Meal to 
Sending.

The Global Lutheran Songbook proposes hymns 
and songs from around the world, from our 
global communion, to help us translate the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ for the world today. We are 
invited on a journey, free to explore, anchored 
in faith. Musically this might be translated in 
this way:

Pilgrimage: every hymn, every melody is a 
pilgrimage. It takes us on a journey in sound, 
rhythm, and text.

Freedom: every melody invites us to explore 
new horizons.

Belonging: every melody, a song is rooted in 
a musical form and in a tradition. We receive 
it and share it.

For Martin Luther, liturgical worship exercises 
faith. May the Global Lutheran Songbook guide 
us into this adventure of confessing the gospel 
in our present time.



THE GLOBAL LUTHERAN 

SONGBOOK AS A BRIDGE

“Crossing Bridges” is the title of the logo on 
the cover which is made up of four interwoven 
bridges that leave eight different ways to walk 
on and building a cross together.

Stemming from manifold experiences of en-
countering the power of song in transcultural 
worship, the Global Lutheran Songbook is in-
tended as a bridge on which one can walk two 
ways and gather new perspectives in many 
directions by crossing it either way.

When we walk on a bridge we go from A to 
B. While standing in the middle of the bridge 
we see A, where we come from and B, where 
we are going, from a new perspective: a little 
further away but also in a broader perspective:

We cross bridges between places, but also 
cultures, cultural traditions and denomina-
tional differences and reach out to God through 
prayers and songs seeking a connection be-
tween us and the divine.

In our interconnected multicultural world, we 
need those views and songs from a bridge per-
spective that help us to understand our global 
interconnectedness with each other and with 
all of God ś creation. This enables us to discover 
afresh what the global corpus Christi means for 
us locally and in helping to create justice and 
peace for all creation.

In this way, when we engage with a song from 
another congregation and even different mu-
sical and worship cultures, our songs travel 
and grow on the bridge between one distinct 
tradition of giving sound to Christian faith and 
the other. This process creates the blood ves-
sels and muscles that vitalize the whole body 
of Christ to pray and act as one. Hence, the 
Global Lutheran Songbook is not meant to copy 
or encourage to simply perform musical styles 
from other countries, but to integrate them 

liturgically as gifts from God for local worship 
with global perspectives.

This is not unlike what Paul the Apostle shares 
as his experience in 1 Corinthians 9:19-20.

“Though I am free and belong to no one, I have 
made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many 
as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to 
win the Jews. To those under the law I became 
like one under the law (though I myself am not 
under the law), so as to win those under the law.”

Paul leaves temporarily some of his cultural 
roots and mother tongue to share the Gospel in 
fresh ways to reach people outside of his own 
cultural tradition by “getting on and speaking 
from the bridge.” This is an act of faith, freedom 
and choice and not a compromise between his 
own roots or a foreign cultural tradition – it’s 
the bridge perspective between and beyond 
those two.

To underline the liturgical use of the collected 
songs, the Global Lutheran Songbook is ar-
ranged in a liturgical arch in three main chap-
ters derived from its title:



EndnotesGathering – Kyrie – Gloria 
I. Songs of Pilgrimage

Serve to gather and invoke the presence of 
God and lead from repentance, lament and 
request for forgiveness from the Kyrie to the 
Gloria, the adoration and praise of the Triune 
God and experiencing merciful forgiveness. We 
become a congregation.

Alleluia – Response – Prayer 
II Songs of Freedom 

Prepared by the Alleluia we meet Jesus Christ 
in the Gospel. Musical responses to biblical 
passages help to reflect on our faith and our 
relationship to Christ. Our prayers deepen our 
relationship to our faith and Christ and anchor 
oneself in the arc of the church year.

Sanctus –Sending 
III. Songs of Belonging

Lead from the most intimate reflections and 
spiritual experiences with God in the sacramen-
tal service to being blessed and sent renewed 
into our communities.

Dr Uwe Steinmetz 
Editor

The format of the songbook is inspired by the 
first Real Books that collected compositions 
without a universal way of notation or format-
ting for other musicians to try and illustrating 
the diversity of musical contributions.

The book will also be launched online in an 
extended version to inform about  composers 
and contributors and to share experiences, 
translations and recordings of the songs.

My deepest gratitude goes out to all who helped 
to find and all who curated songs, to all who are 
constantly engaged to “sing a new song to the 
Lord” and still found time to meet up in the last 
years, learn from each other and sharpen the 
ideas and profile of this song collection.



CONTENTS
PILGRIMAGE: GATHERING     
1. Silence my Soul (IND)          4 
2. Can’t you hear the distant bells? (EST)         5 
3. When We Sing (GER)           6 
4. Sing, sing the song of life (SWE)         8 
5. Oh Holy God, there was a time (CAN)         9 
6. Pour Holy Spirit (NAM)          10 
7. Isaias 6.8 / Quem Enviarei? (URY)         11 
8. My Altar is the Mountain (Sámi/NOR/SWE)        12

KYRIE 
9. Kyrie Eleison (ZAF)           14 
10. Moran ethra hama’lain (SYR)          14 
11. Kyrie / Herr Erbarme Dich (ROU)         15 
12. Kyrie Eleison (GER)           16 
13. Feuilles – O / Kyrie (HTI/CAN)          17 
14. Kyrie Eleison (SWE)           18 
15. Give Me a Clean Heart (POL)          19 
16. Man of Sorrow (IND)           20 
17. Senzenina (ZAF)           21 
18. For the Troubles and the Sufferings of the World (BRA)       22 
19. Sing for the hearts in the hurts of all people (DNK)       23 
20. Listen (USA)            24 
21. I Can’t Breathe (USA)          25 
22. Out of the Deep I Cry to Thee (NAM)         26 
23. Out of the Deep I Cry to Thee (TWN)         27 
24. Groot-Kyrie (NLD)           28

GLORIA 
25. Klein-Gloria (NLD)           28 
26. Gloria / Ehre sei Gott (ROU)          29 
27. Gloria and Laudamus (SWE)          30 
28. Glory to the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit (NAM)       31 
29. Gloria a Dios (PER)           32 
30. Un Camino Se Abre (CUB)          33 
31. King of Mine, King of Glory (POL)         34 
32. God Alone be Praised (USA)          35 
33. God our God (FIN)           36 
34. God is Breaking E’vry Barrier Down (USA)       37 
35. You Deserve Glory Our God (ETH)         38 
36. Lord of the Universe (IND)          39 
37. O Jesus Christ, All Praise to Thee (TWN)        40 
38. Thou who art Three in Unity (TWN)         41 
39. The Lord of the earth (GB-SCT)         42 
40. Uhibbuka Rabbi Yasu - I love you Lord Jesus (PS-JEM)      46

 
 

12 
14 
15 
16 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

 
 

24 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 

 
 

38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
56 



FREEDOM: ALLELUIA         48 
41. Aleluia (NAM)          50 
42. Aleluia (BRA)           50 
43. Dhu Pangeran / O Prince of Peace (IDN)        51 
44. Acclamatie (NLD)           52 
45. Dvasia Sventoji (LTU)           53 
46. Pilgrim (DNK)           55 
47. Come, Living Christ (GB/USA)          56

RESPONSE 
48. The Earth does not belong to us / Psalm 24.1 (USA)       57 
49. There is Peace in My Heart / Psalm 57 (FIN)        58 
50. Innan – Long before / Psalm 139 (SE)        59 
51. One body of Christ / Galatians 3:27-28 (ZAF)        60 
52. Be in our midst / Sei mitten unter uns (GB/GER)       61 
53. Loving Spirit / John 14:15-17 / Galatians 5:22-25 (NZL/TWN)      63 
54. Psalm 133 (HUN)           64 
55. Stad I ljus / Revelation 21:12-14 (SWE)         65 
56. Momento Novo / Hebrews 10:24-25 (BRA)       67 
57. A House Where You Belong (DNK)        68

PRAYER 
58. Yarrabba ssalami (PS-JEM)          69 
59. Atende Nosas orações (AGO)          69 
60. Écoute, entends la voix de Dieu (FRA)         70 
61. At the Centerline / Serenity Prayer (USA)        71 
62. In these Times (USA)           73 
63. Our Father in Heaven (SYR)          74 
64. Enviado soy de Dios (CUB)          75 
65. Vater Unser im Himmel (EST)          76 
66. Usynlige – Invisible (DNK)         77

BELONGING: SANCTUS          80 
67. Sanctus (SWE)           82 
68. Püha – Holy (EST)           83 
69. Living, Moving – End and Beginning (IND/CAN)       84 
70. We are Your Song (FRA)          85 
71. Divine Breath (BRA)           86 
72. Transfiguration Hymn (USA)

SENDING           87 
73. Tunga Mira - Lead On (ZWE)          88 
74. Dona La Pace – Gib Frieden (HRV)         89 
75. Comfort, comfort (AUS)          90 
76. The Grace / 2 Corinthians 13:13 (FRA)         92 
77. Amid the Pain of War (BOL)          93 
78. Ein stille og modig song (NOR)         94 
79. Christ, Our Peace (USA)          95 
80. A Sturdy Shelter is Our God (USA)         96

58 
60 
60 
61 
62 
63 
65 
66 

 
 

67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
73 
74 
75 
77 
78 

 
 

79 
79 
80 
81 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 

 
90 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 

 
 

98 
99 

100 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106





 13

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Pilgrimage: 
Between longing 
and belonging
At the beginning of any pilgrimage there is a 
spiritual quest, an unrest coupled with a long-
ing for a transformational experience, for a 
renewed and deepened faith, a “reaching out 
to transcendence.” The twentieth century with 
two world wars and manifold ongoing national 
and local conflicts was full of social and cultural 
unrest but also inspired new beginnings and 
spiritual movements in global Christianity as 
a result of substantial crisis and failure of the 
institutional churches.

However, Pilgrimage requires not only a sense 
of longing, but a sense of belonging. A feeling, 
an idea of a spiritual home and a vision to frame 
the unknown that is encountered through the 
pilgrimage into the already known, the daily 
life before, along and after the pilgrimage. By 
giving up the known for the unknown, we lose 
the awareness of God’s graceful work through 
the holy spirit in our present life. By placing God 
in the sphere of the unknown, God is missing in 
the area of what is known which gets continu-
ally broader in our age which is driven by pro-
ducing new knowledge. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
summarizes: “We are to find God in what we 
know, not in what we don’t know.” How and why 
do we gather and call out to God? A Pilgrimage 
demands open senses, listening, stillness and 
will lead to clarity, what to do with what we know 
and have through God’s presence in our lives.

Between longing and belonging, the unknown 
and known, search and constraint, true pilgrim-
age begins: A temporary home for a rest, a rock 
on the side can be found in the Lutheran heri-
tage of religious hymns and prayers, nurtured 
by communal memories of worship in different 
places and cultures throughout the centuries.  

A pilgrimage towards a spiritual essence of 
what it means for us to be a Christian today.

Pilgrimage comes, as any journey, not without 
struggle and challenges. But songs help to 
transform us in our contemplation about con-
cerns, fears and failure, pave a way to renewal 
and direct and focus ourselves finally on calling 
out to God in anger, despair, love and praise.

 

Photo: 4 November 2021, Glasgow, Scotland, United 
Kingdom: Barbara Keal leads a ‘Coat of Hopes’ stunt 
outside the venue of COP26. The coat traveled the 
length of the British Isles in the lead-up to COP26, car-
ried on the shoulders of pilgrims, and came with an 
invitation to the delegates and negotiators to ‘put on a 
coat of hopes’ during the climate negotiations. Sewn 
into the coat are hundreds of pieces of blanket - ‘the 
patchwork hopes, of a people for their land’. Glasgow 
hosted the United Nations climate change conference 
COP26, where world leaders gathered to negotiate a 
response to the ongoing climate crisis and emergency.

©LWF/Albin Hillert
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Silence My Soul

As sung at the LWF Twelfth Assembly in Windhoek, Namibia, 2017, permission sought.
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Can’t You Hear the Distant Bells
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When We Sing
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When We Sing

Curated for the Global Lutheran Songbook by Michael Ochs.
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Sing, Sing the Song of Life
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O Holy God, There Was a Time 
(Psalm 85)

Curated for the Global Lutheran Songbook by Andrew Donaldson.
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Pour Holy Spirit
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Isaias 6.8
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Mov Aalhtere Vaerine Tjuavka 
(My Altar is the Mountain)
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Mov Aalhtere Vaerine Tjuavka 
(My Altar is the Mountain)
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Kyrie Eleison

Moran Ethra Hama’lain
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Kyrie / Herr, Erbarme Dich
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Kyrie Eleison 
As sung in Philippuskirche Leipzig
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Feuilles - O (Kyrie)
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Kyrie Eleison
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Daj Czyste Serce 
Give Me a Clean Heart

As sung at the LWF Thirteenth Assembly in Krakow, Poland, 2023, with friendly permission by the composer.
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Man of Sorrow 
A Prayer of Repentance

Curated for the Global Lutheran Songbook by Pauline Warjri.
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Senzenina
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For the Troubles and the Sufferings of the World

As sung at the LWF Thirteenth Assembly in Krakow, Poland, 2023.
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Sing for the Hurt in the Hearts of all People

Org. Danish text & music by Janne Mark © ‘Pilgrim’ 2018 (ACT Music)
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Listen
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I Can’t Breathe
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Out of the Deep

Copyright © Simon Mushaandja 2020
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Out of the Deep I Cry to Thee

Composed and curated for the Global Lutheran Songbook by I-toh Loh.
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GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Groot-Kyrie & Klein-Gloria
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Gloria / Ehre sei Gott



40 

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Gloria and Laudamus
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Glory to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
From ELCIN liturgy: Elongelokalunga enene epe
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Gloria a Dios

As sung at the LWF Thirteenth Assembly in Krakow, Poland, 2023.
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Un Camino Se Abre

As sung at the LWF Twelfth Assembly in Windhoek, Namibia, 2017.
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

As sung at the LWF Thirteenth Assembly in Krakow, Poland, 2023.

Królu mój, Królu chwaly
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

God Alone Be Praised

Commisioned by the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians in commemoration of its 
30th anniversary (1986-2016) and the 500th anniversary of the Reformation (1517-2017)
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Jumalamme, Suuruuttasi 
God our God
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

God is Breaking Ev’ry Barrier Down

As sung at the LWF Thirteenth Assembly in Krakow, Poland, 2023.
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Keber Yegebahale 
You Deserve Glory Our God
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Lord of the Universe

As sung at the LWF Thirteenth Assembly in Krakow, Poland, 2023, permission sought from the author.
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

O Jesus Christ, All Praise to Thee

Composed and curated for the Global Lutheran Songbook by I-toh Loh.
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Thou Who Art Three in Unity

Composed and curated for the Global Lutheran Songbook by I-toh Loh.
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

The Lord of the Earth
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

The Lord of the Earth
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

The Lord of the Earth
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

The Lord of the Earth
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Uhibbuka Rabbi Yasu’

Curated for the Global Lutheran Songbook by Rev. Ashraf Tannous
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Freedom: 
Discipleship in 
action
Protestant Christians in the 20th century have 
been engaged in manifold ways in transfor-
mation of society, but perhaps the need for 

“freedom” in its manifold dimensions can be 
considered the most prominent and also ongo-
ing challenge in its ambivalence, the political 
abuse of the word. Therefore, the Global Lu-
theran Songbook gathers music and liturgical 
elements which address the longing for free-
dom, injustices between humans and between 
humanity and the natural world. A core quality 
of freedom is, as Dietrich Bonhoeffer put it 
from a Lutheran perspective, the choice to 
act. which is foreshadowed in his letter for the 
baptism of Dietrich Bethge:

“Our church, which has been fighting in these 
years only for its self-preservation, as though 
that were an end in itself, is incapable of taking 
the word of reconciliation and redemption to 
mankind and the world. Our earlier words are 
therefore bound to lose their force and cease, 
and our being Christian today will be limited to 
two things: prayer and righteous action among 
men. All Christian thinking, speaking, and or-
ganizing must be born anew out of this prayer 
and action.”

Bonhoeffer’s insight that the past words have 
lost their strength and meaning could well have 
come from the Reformation period, perhaps 
from Martin Luther himself, and they have 
certainly not lost any of their urgency today. 
Bonhoeffer’s solution to a renewed faith goes 
along with Luther’s core theological principles, 
the mystical immersion in prayer and contem-
plation on biblical texts (sola scriptura), and the 
ethical action resulting from it through faith in 
and the grace of God (sola fide, sola gratia). 

Freedom in the following section leads there-
fore from encountering and reflecting on the 
biblical word and the nature of the Triune God 
to confessional songs, prayers and ways of liv-
ing fulfilled with faith.

 

 
 

Photo: 14 April 2019, Jerusalem: A young girl reaches 
toward Jerusalem, holding a palm leaf cross. On Palm 
Sunday, thousands gathered and marched from the 
Mount of Olives down to the Old City of Jerusalem, 
following in the footsteps of Jesus, as he journeyed to 
Jerusalem.

©Albin Hillert/WCC.
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Aleluia

Aleluia

As sung at the LWF Thirteenth Assembly in Krakow, Poland, 2023.
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Dhu Pangeran 
O Prince of Peace (Indonesia)

As sung at the LWF Thirteenth Assembly in Krakow, Poland, 2023.
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Acclamatie 
Acclamation - Anrufung
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Dvasia Sventoji

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Dvasia Sventoji

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Pilgrim



66 

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Come, Living Christ
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

The Earth does not Belong to Us
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Minun Sydämeni on Levollinen 
There is Peace in my Heart

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Innan 
Long before (Psalm 139)

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING



70 

One Body of Christ 
LUCSA 2022 Assembly Theme Song

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Sei Unter Uns 
Be in our Midst

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Sei Unter Uns 
Be in our Midst

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING



 73

Loving Spirit

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Curated for the Global Lutheran Songbook by I-toh Lo.
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Psalm 133

As sung at the LWF Thirteenth Assembly in Krakow, Poland, 2023.

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Stad i ljus 
Home of Light

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Stad i ljus 
Home of Light

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Momento Novo

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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A House Where You Belong

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Atende Nossas Orações

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Yarabba ssalami
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Écoute, Entends la Voix de Dieu 
Alléluia 22-07, Arc en Ciel 239

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING



 81

At The Centerline

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING



 83

In These Times

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING



84 

Our Father In Heaven

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Curated for the Global Lutheran Songbook by David C. Mitchell.
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Enviado soy de Dios 
The Lord now send us forth

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Vater unser im Himmel

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Usynlige 
Invisible

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Usynlige 
Invisible

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Belonging: 
Celebrating a 
Harmony of 
Difference
In his 1530 Apology of the Augsburg Confes-
sion Philipp Melanchthon describes the new 
reformation movement already in a way which 
can stand as well today for global Lutheranism: 
a mosaic of people “scattered throughout the 
whole world [here and there in the world, from 
the rising to the setting of the sun], who agree 
concerning the Gospel, and have the same 
Christ, the same Holy Ghost, and the same 
Sacraments, whether they have the same or 
different human traditions.” Following Luther 
(Solus Christus), this mosaic of people, of “living 
stones” is united through the work of the Holy 
Spirit in its shared belief in Jesus Christ, “a living 
stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 
chosen and precious, you yourselves like living 
stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

Unity within a global body of Christ cannot 
be achieved by overcoming diversity through 
uniformity, but by celebrating the harmony of 
difference within the vine and its branches. The 
quest for unity within diversity, the sense of a 
global body of Christ rooted in a local cultural 
tradition builds the third section of this musical 
collection with songs of hope, encouragement 
and wonder about our lives and God’s ever-
lasting presence in our world. We are called 
to follow and deepen this journey of our faith.

 

 
 

 

Photo: 7 March 2018, Arusha, Tanzania: On 7 March, 
students of GETI 2018 planted trees as part of a Service 
Learning day in their study program. The trees mark a 
symbol of unity, and of working together for a greener 
planet, and a sustainable future. GETI 2018 takes place 
in connection with the Conference on World Mission 
and Evangelism, also organized in Arusha, Tanzania.

©Albin Hillert/WCC.



92 

Sanctus

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Püha, Püha Püha - Holy, Holy, Holy

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Margam Satyam Jivam Nive 
Living, moving, End and Beginning

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Curated for the Global Lutheran Songbook by Andrew Donaldson.
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We Are Your Song

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Curated for the Global Lutheran Songbook by John and Mary Featherstone.
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Divine Breath

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Transfiguration Hymn

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Tungamira 
Lead on

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Darujnam Mir 
Dona La Pace

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Comfort, Comfort

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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Comfort, Comfort

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Curated for the Global Lutheran Songbook by Robin Mann.
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The Grace 
2 Cor 13.13 Congregational setting

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

Curated for the Global Lutheran Songbook by John and Mary Featherstone.
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En Medio de la Guerra 
Amid the Pain of War

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

As sung at the LWF Twelfth Assembly in Windhoek, Namibia, 2017.
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Ein Stille og Modig Song

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING

As sung at the LWF Thirteenth Assembly in Krakow, Poland, 2023.



 105

Christ, Our Peace

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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A Sturdy Shelter is Our God

PILGRIMAGE | FREEDOM | BELONGING 
GATHERING – KYRIE – GLORIA – ALLELUIA – RESPONSE – PRAYER – SANCTUS – SENDING
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A House Where You Belong (DNK)         
A Sturdy Shelter is Our God (USA)         
Acclamatie (NLD)           
Aleluia (BRA)            
Aleluia (NAM)            
Amid the Pain of War (BOL)          
At the Centerline / Serenity Prayer (USA)        
Atende Nosas orações (AGO)         
Be in our midst / Sei mitten unter uns (GB/GER)       
Can’t you hear the distant bells? (EST)         
Christ, Our Peace (USA)          
Come, Living Christ (GB/USA)         
Comfort, comfort (AUS)           
Dhu Pangeran / O Prince of Peace (IDN)        
Divine Breath (BRA)           
Dona La Pace – Gib Frieden (HRV)         
Dvasia Sventoji (LTU)           
Écoute, entends la voix de Dieu (FRA)         
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For the Troubles and the Sufferings of the World (BRA)      
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Gloria / Ehre sei Gott (ROU)          
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Gloria and Laudamus (SWE)          
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Kyrie / Herr Erbarme Dich (ROU)          
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Kyrie Eleison (ZAF)            
Listen (USA)       
Living, Moving – End and Beginning (IND/CAN)    
Lord of the Universe (IND)        
Loving Spirit / John 14:15-17 / Galatians 5:22-25 (NZL/TWN)   
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Man of Sorrow (IND)          
Momento Novo / Hebrews 10:24-25 (BRA)       
Moran ethra hama’lain (SYR)        
My Altar is the Mountain (Sámi/NOR/SWE)      
O Jesus Christ, All Praise to Thee (TWN)       
Oh Holy God, there was a time (CAN)         
One body of Christ / Galatians 3:27-28 (ZAF)        
Our Father in Heaven (SYR)          
Out of the Deep I Cry to Thee (NAM)         
Out of the Deep I Cry to Thee (TWN)         
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Pour Holy Spirit (NAM)           
Psalm 133 (HUN)            
Püha – Holy (EST)            
Quem Enviarei? (URY)           
Sanctus (SWE)            
Senzenina (ZAF)            
Silence my Soul (IND)           
Sing for the hearts in the hurts of all people (DNK)       
Sing, sing the song of life (SWE)          
Stad I ljus / Revelation 21:12-14 (SWE)         
The Earth does not belong to us / Psalm 24.1 (USA)       
The Grace / 2 Corinthians 13:13 (FRA)         
The Lord of the earth (GB-SCT)          
There is Peace in My Heart / Psalm 57 (FIN)        
Thou who art Three in Unity (TWN)         
Transfiguration Hymn (USA)          
Tunga Mira - Lead On (ZWE)          
Uhibbuka Rabbi Yasu - I love you Lord Jesus (PS-JEM)      
Un Camino Se Abre (CUB)          
Usynlige – Invisible (DNK)           
Vater Unser im Himmel (EST)          
We are Your Song (FRA)           
When We Sing (GER)           
Yarrabba ssalami (PS-JEM)          
You Deserve Glory Our God (ETH)        
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